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Events 
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7:30 pm 
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10:00 am 
Fall Colors Ride 
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Board Meeting, Dukes Grill 
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PAST 
This year we cele-
brated the le Anni-
versary of Top Cats 
Illinois. Virgo had a 
vision, motorcycles, 
business and camaraderie. Thru the 
years, members and ideas have come 
and gone but the basic premise has 
stayed the same. We have held onto 
the old traditions while riding into the 
future. 

PRESENT 
Long rides, short rides, overnight rides, 
even an international ride. Social 
events plus all those rides! We have a 
top notch Group Riding And Safety 
Seminai-, commonly known as the 
G.R.A.S.S. class, taught by the Safety 
Committee and Senior Road Captains, 
to show old and new members how the 
Top Cats ride. We have a website and 
ROAR to get information out to our 
members. In September, we held our 
9 th  Annual Charity Ride for N.I.S.R.A., 
Northern Illinois Special Recreation 
Association, giving support to our com-
munity. Each meeting or ride, you see 
members and guests exchanging busi-
ness information and ideas, once again 
fulfilling Virgo's vision. 

FUTURE 
Coming soon is the Top Cats Election 
of Officers. In December, all regular 
members will vote on the officers for 
2006. What exciting things would you 
like to see happen in Top Cats. Are 

you ready to step up and help make it 
happen? Now is the time. Are you offi-
cer material? It takes a very definite 
commitment of not only time and energy 
but also a willingness to listen and learn 
from the members on their ideas for the 
future. 

Along with the officers, many committee 
people are 
needed. Activities, 
Membership, 
Charity Ride, 
ROAR, Awards to 
name a few. Don't 
sit back and won-
der why things did 
or did not happen 
or complain when 
you could have 
stepped up to help. 
We have a lot of 
talent within our 
organization and we need each and 
every member to help take us into a 
great 2006! 

Remember, the October 4 th  General 
Meeting is the final date to submit your 
name to be considered for an officer po-
sition in 2006. Contact any member of 
the Nominating Committee if you need 
further details or information. Sandy 
Vernon, Wayne Kirkpatrick, George Lax, 
Ric Case, or Rob Mann. 

End 
Ride Safe ..... 

Sandra Vernon , Past President 
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THE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
TOP CATS— Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members consist of responsible Leaders, Presidents, Chairmen, Owners, Pro-
prietors, Partners, principals, CEO's, and other 'Top Cats' of large, medium and 
small organizations, institutions, and companies. The content and opinions 
expressed in articles are those of the authors and not necessarily those of Top 
Cats—Illinois. 

ELECTED OFFICERS 

President 
Jim 'Iceman' Heniff 

847-381-5357 jheniff@mailstation.com  

Vice President 
Chuck Prettyman 

847-854-5929 Topcats 2003@ aol.com  

Treasurer 
Carl Marcyan 

312-218-5560 cmarcyan@sdflaw.corn 

Secretary 
Ken Glassman 
ihawkeye50@aol.corn 	 847-394-2646 

Director 
Terry 'Lizard' Kumro 

847-639-4009 tlizardkumro@aol.corn 

Past President 
Sandra Vernon 

847-634-6402 vern693@aol.com  

Director 
Rose Temple 
rtemple@acnielsen.com 	847-516-8825 

Director 
Don Shaffer 

847-564-1489 numbersman@cjbs.com  

Director 
Jim 'TAZ' Krepel 

815-459-9345 tazman69er@netscape.net  

Founder 
Carl 'Virgo' Bender 
1941-2001 

COMMITTEE LEADERS 

Activities 
Gary Brandt 

847-546-9771 cgb002@comcast.net  

Advertising 
Carl Marcyan 
cmarcyan@sdflaw.com 	312-218-5560 

Membership 
Lynn Adams 

847-657-9363 leadams38@msn.com  

Charity Ride 
Rose Temple 
rtemple@acnielsen.corn 	847-516-8825 

Products 
Janet Riddick 

847-548-8447 Riddick@wickes.com  

ROAR 
Mark B Heller 

224-627-9137 mark@mbhellercom 

Website 
Sal Saccomanno 

847-526-5200 salsacco@ameritech.net  

Hotline 
Gary Brandt 

847-546-9771 cgb002@comcast.net  

Safety Director 
Wayne Kirkpatrick 
wkirkpa177@aol.com 	 847-854-4137 

Sgt at Arms 
Bill Ryan 
ryanbuilder@aol.com 	 847-524-1038 

Awards 
Mark Sullivan 
marksull 	 847-516-8682 y@aol.com  

Goodbye 
From the Editor 

Almost a year ago I was asked by Jim Heniff to take over 
the club's ROAR publication. Wayne 'Traveler' Kirkpatrick, 
the man who had done so well with it for nearly 10 years, 
was moving on to a new posi- 
tion, a new responsibility within 
the club, and would have little 
time to do the ROAR. I ac-
cepted the appointment and 
have tried my best to carry on 
what Wayne did so well. It's 
not easy to follow in the foot-
steps of a man who has done 
so much for the club as he has. 

I have notified Jim Heniff that I 
am resigning from my ap- 
pointed position as the ROAR Editor to coincide with the 
end of his term as President. I have also advised past 
President Sandy Vernon of this, as she is a member of the 
Nomination Committee and will need to advise the presi-
dential candidates that they need to begin thinking about a 
replacement. 

I will lend my assistance to my successor if he or she re-
quests it. I truly hope they improve where I left off. I look 
forward to seeing the publication grow and reflect the style 
of the new appointee. I look forward to a fresh perspective 
and new ideas. 

I gave the position my best shot and hope that the majority 
of you were satisfied with my performance. On occasions I 
stumbled, I screwed up and omitted a picture when it was 
intended to be included with an article. I included an article 
in the April issue that a member thought should have been 
in the March issue. When faced with an insufficient amount 
of editorial content submitted to me, I wrote articles myself 
to fill the publication and that seemed to not sit well with 
some members as well. A member was angered by my 
inclusion of the ROARing With Laughter and ReCYCLED 
Photos (I don't think he likes to laugh). 

All in all I enjoyed the experience. I tried to please every-
one and found that I couldn't.... but I always gave it 100%. 
When someone complained about the way I had done 
something I just adapted and tried to do better...provided it 
was a legitimate complaint. But some of them weren't. 

So, to the member who doesn't like the sequence of the 
articles, just read my remaining issues in whatever order 
you like. 

Top Cat's Web Site: topcats.org  
Top Cat's Hotline: 847-622-3501 

	
Mark B. Heller, ROAR Editor 

	
F 
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Pres _ 
Corner  

Prompted by a few of the topics 
covered at the September Top 
Cats meeting I have given some 
more thought to how the Top 
Cats do business. Do likewise. 
It's quite amazing. 

Top Cats-Illinois does not have a 
rule book. No rules at all. The TC 
Bylaws were written 10 years ago 
at the inception of the Club and 

remain basically unchanged to this day. From the original 
handful of Founders, it now guides an organization of 150 
members. 

We do have accepted practices that cover every aspect of 
the Club. Practices that have evolved along with the 
makeup and growth of the Top Cats. Its a lot simpler than 
changing rule books. 

The flag, badges and insignias proudly displayed by our 
members are black and white or white and black. Elected 
officers, past and present, as well as Sr. Road Captains are 
entitled to display Top Cat identification in black and gold. 
The intent is twofold. First, it recognizes the effort put forth 
on behalf of the membership and second, it is a recogniz-
able sign to the membership as a go to person on any Top 
Cat related question. 

Our logo is only used by those transacting Top Cats busi-
ness, ROAR, the Top Cat Charity, the Top Cat Web Site 
and communications of the Top Cat Board and those of our 
Committees. Simple enough. 

If you're an associate member and wish to become a full 
member, it's not easy but it can be done. Self evaluation of 
your involvement in the Club is the first step. Give yourself 
an A+ and contact the Membership Committee. They will 
forward your paperwork to the Board for a vote of accep-
tance or Get involved and get promoted. There have 
been just three upgrades. Hard but simple. 

GRASS (Group Riding And Safety Seminar) is a major 

component of the Safety Group and has developed its 
presentation to a level where other clubs ask to use 
it...Imitation is the greatest form of flattery. Their simple 
mantra "we don't teach you how to ride a motorcycle, we 
teach you how the Top Cats ride" says it all. If a member 
just doesn't get it, they will be there to gently remind 
them. Once. Simple. Safety of the group. 

Candidates for an elected office in the Top Cats are pre-
qualified by the Nominating Committee. Club involve-
ment, leadership on Club events, dedication and passion 
will determine the viability of a member wishing to run for 
office. Campaigning in any way, shape or form is not ac-
ceptable behavior by a member of the Top Cats. Merit 
based. Effective and simple. 

We ride for pleasure, some for transportation and we all 
have a goal of safety. Top Cats tries very hard to keep its 
focus where it belongs, riding. Our simple approach to 
running a complex organization along with the coopera-
tion of the membership makes this possible. Our mem-
bers know what is expected of them. In turn, they are 
rewarded with a responsive attention to their needs. 

Leadership focused on what the Top Cats do 
better than just about any club. Ride, ride and 	End 
ride some more. No Rules - No Problem. The 
Top Cat Way. 

Saddle up, 
Jim Heniff, President 

Food for thought: 

If a person thinks so little of a member or an elected offi-
cer of Top Cats to make public derogatory comments 
about them. If a person goes in the face of accepted 
practices of Top Cats' identification and logo use. If a 
person does not honor the no campaigning request or 
thinks that our teachings in GRASS do not apply to them. 
Its simple. They mustn't be a Top Cat. Could they? 
Maybe they just thought they were. 
JH 
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Expand the life of your PC with a 
12 Point Tune Up! 

The Heart of th Cat 
By Lynn Adams — Membership Chair 

The Top Cats Charity Ride on Sep-
tember 11 th  was quite an event. It 
was nice to see all the members who 
participated in one way or another 
and the faces of some of our recent 
guests. As I expected, it was a great 
event topped off with a beautiful ride 
and great entertainment. 

At our September meeting we had at 
least five or six new guests attend, 
as well as, at least one who has 
come back for a second meeting (Do 
you think we may have hooked 
him?). We really like to see guests 
spend time with us because it gives 
us all a chance to get to know one 
another and see if they will fit in, 
should they decide to complete a 
membership application. 

There are 39 members that have 
been with this group since before the 
year 2000. Back then, the group was 
small and it was easy for everyone to 
get to know each other. As the 
group grew...to 61 by the end of 
2001, to 121 by the end of 2004 and 
now by another 25 so far in 2005, the 
close knit group has become a giant 
afghan. As with every group, some-
times the newer members might feel 
a little disconnected or maybe even a 
little out of place because they may 
not know too many people in the 
group. Well, I wanted to find out 
what our newer members have been 
feeling so I decided to ask.... 

I interviewed Eileen Perry, who 
joined the Top Cats in April 2005, 
and these are some of her com-
ments: 

"I tried to go on as many rides as 
possible to get to know the different 
club members". "The meetings are 
good because you get to hear what 
the club is doing and have the oppor-
tunity to meet more people". "People 
have introduced themselves and 

have made me feel welcome". "I have 
learned a lot from more experienced 
riders, how to make thinks simpler, 
different types of equipment, and dif-
ferent bike setup". "One of the most 
valuable things I learned, is never 
leave the house without something to 
wipe your bike off with... you may find 
yourself with a really wet seat!" The 
one other comment that Eileen had 
for me was this: "One of the things 
that was neat, shortly after I joined 
was the Woman's breakfast. It was a 
really nice idea and I got a chance to 
meet some new women riders". 

I don't know about you, but I started to 
hear a theme and the word INVOLVE-
MENT came to mind! When the cur-
rent membership and the new mem-
ber get involved with the activities of 
the club, it seems to make for an en-
joyable experience for everyone. 

Status of the Name Tag Pins.... 

For those of you who attended the 
August and September meetings, you 
had the opportunity to hear about and 
complete your order forms for your 
new professionally printed name tags. 
We currently have 66 orders give or 
take a couple, which is better, but still 
does not meet our goal to submit our 
first order of 100 in order to get the 
best price. You will soon be receiving 

an e-mail asking for you to provide 
the name you want on the name tag, 
if you have not already submitted 
one. We are hoping that after the 
October meeting, we will be able to 
place our first order. 

If you prefer, you may send your 
completed order form with a check, if 
applicable, to Mick Bryan, at the ad-
dress listed on the order form. Re-
member, the Top Cats will pay for 
the first name badge, but we just 
need to know what name you want 
on it. You may also bring your com-
pleted order form to the October 
meeting. If you forget your form, I'm 
sure we will have one or two avail-
able. 

Again, these are 1" x 3" tags, with a 
double post pin/safety type pin. The 
tags will have a silver background, 
black Top Cats log and black letter-
ing. The double post or safety pin 
type would work on vests, jackets, 
shirts or blouse, but of course would 
leave a hole. A magnetic attachment 
is also available, which would not 
leave a hole, but would only work on 
thin material such as shirts or 
blouses only. The magnetic name 
tags would cost you $5.75. We will 
be collecting the amount at the time 
of the order. Checks can be made 
out to the Top Cats. 
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reCYCLEd PHOTOS 

Sure I'm shorter than you, but I'm also about this much wider! 

Lynn 
Adams 

  

Traveler 
Wayne Kirkpatrick 

  

The Heart of the Cat 
Complete the form below. Submit 
your form with a check, if you are 
ordering additional name tags and/or 
magnetic name tags. You may bring 
your order to the October meeting or 
mail your order form with your check 
to: 

Mick Bryan, 1560 N. Sandburg Ter. 
Unit 1208, Chicago, IL, 60610. 

Return Form to: 

Mick Bryan 
1560 N. Sandburg Ter. Unit 1208 
Chicago, IL, 60610 

Make checks payable to Top Cats 

Samples: 

Either first name and last name or 
Roadname then first and last names. 

Order Form: 

Please print name, as you would like 
it to appear. Extra name tags are 
$4.50 each, Double Pin or safety pin 
and $5.75 for magnetic back 

End. 

ROARin With Laughter 
This biker, who hasn't missed a 
weekend of motorcycle riding in 
years, leaves every Saturday and 
Sunday morning very early and 
goes for a nice long ride. 

One morning, he gets up early, gets 
dressed, gets his riding gear on and 
goes out to the garage to prepare to 
leave. While out there, it starts to 
pour and the wind is blowing at 30 
mph. He goes back into the house, 
turns on the TV and finds it's going to 
be bad weather all day long. 

He puts his bike back in the garage, 
quietly undresses and slips back into 
bed where he cuddles up to his 
wife's back, and whispers, "The 
weather out there is terrible." to 
which she replies, "Can you believe 
my stupid husband is out riding his 
bike today?" 
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Election Information 
Like most things in the Top Cats 
there is definable continuum. Our 
nominating process while resembling 
many social/business organizations 
has a distinct characteristic particular 
to the Top Cats. The Nominating 
Committee is made up entirely of 
past presidents of the Club. This 
groups tenure spans the entire his-
tory of the Club with no gaps. There 
could not be a more qualified panel 
than the Top Cats Nominating Com-
mittee to pre qualify members seek-
ing elected office. They know what 
this Club needs in the way of leader-
ship. passion, dedication, along with 
a continuous involvement in the ac-
tivities of Top Cats in a leadership 
role. A member possessing proven 
credentials in these areas may pro-
ceed to 	 

will announce a begin date as well as 
an end date for accepting members 
petitions to be considered as a candi-
date in the 2006 Top Cats election of 
Officers & Directors. The final date this 
year is October 4, 2005. There will not 
be any exceptions made. The Officers 
and Directors are not involved at this 
stage of the election process. Do not 
mail, call or email your intentions to 
them. 

STEP 2: Respond in a timely manner 
to any request that the Nominating 
Committee may make of you, the peti-
tioner. A resume of your history of in-
volvement with the Top Cats , a per-
sonal interview or both may be re-
quested. No resume, no response, no 
consideration. 

the petitioners They will do so until 
they can produce a slate of qualified 
Top Cat members. For the 2006 Top 
Cats elections there are 5 Past 
Presidents making up he Nominat-
ing Committee. It will take 3 of the 5 
to slate a member for the General 
Elections.. 
STEP 4: The Nominating Committee 
will present the slate of candidates to 
the Board at their October meeting. 
The expectaitions of the Club is that 
a recommendation given to a peti-
tioner by the Nominating Committee 
will be accepted and complied with. 
Top Cats - Illinois has an election 
every year. It is merit based and 
there are many opportunities to earn 
the right to be considered as a candi-
date for election. 

Jim Heniff 
STEP 3: The Nominating Committee 

STEP 1: The Nominating Committee 	will meet to discuss the credentials of 
	President, Top Cats-Illinois 	

End 

Having motorcycle insurance is one 
thing; having the right motorcycle 
coverage is another. If your bike 
was stolen or totaled would you be 
surprised by the limitations of your 
policy? When looking into your in-
surance coverage you should ask 
yourself some questions. 

What does your insurer cover for 
additional equipment or customiza-
tion? 

Do you need this additional coverage 
on your policy? 

e Corner 
Review your policy and most impor-
tantly look at your bike! How many 
times have you added a part here and 
there? This can add up to a significant 
"chunk of change"! Take a few min-
utes and itemize what you have done, 
determine the age of the parts, allow 
for depreciation - approx 10% or more 
each year and see if you exceed the 
limit on your policy if you have this cov-
erage. Don't get caught with inade-
quate coverage. 

Randy Braun, Top Cat 
14) End 

Custom Motorcycle 
EmPorium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) 0 E. Dundee 
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The member-
ship commit-
tee has the 
responsibility 
to keep the 
data in the 
database up 
to date. If 
your informa- 
tion is incorrect, contact the member-
ship committee at: 

membership©topcats.org  

Let them know what information is 
incorrect and what the correct informa-
tion is. 

If you experience trouble with your 
username or password contact me, 
Mark B. Heller at 

mark@mbheller.com  

Do not contact me about incorrect in-
formation. 

4,0„, End 

MEMBER DATABASE 

The member's database is now acces-
sible. To access the database, you 
need to login from the Home page of 
our web site: 

http://www.topcats.org  

To have your username and password 
emailed to you, send an email to 
mark@mbheller.com  AND include 
your first and last names in the body 
of the email. 

The features you can access are de-
pendent upon your position within the 
club. 

This may come as a surprise 
to you Luke...but I am really 

your father. 

Come with me to the darkside. 

Place your own cap-
tion here: 
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Does that rock formation look like a woman to you? Do you think I'd 
be standing here for the past hour if it didn't? 



Next morning we headed over 
Snowy Mountain Pass, some 10,847 
plus depending upon your map or 
GPS reading. The crossing took 
hours as 
we 
made 
photo 
stops 
every 
few 
miles 
and 
visually 
took in 
the 
sights of 
Mother 
Nature shedding her snow blanket . 

Westward Ho 4- Part Two 
Westward Ho Part 2 
Second Installment 
By Kenneth D. Massara 

I have made this trip or portions of this 
trip four previous times, always alone. 
This was the first time I traveled with 
someone to share my passion for mo-
torcycling through the mountains and 
valleys of my favorite states. It all be-
gan one day at work when several of 
us decided to stop for lunch. Bekki 
needed a ride I offered the motorcycle. 
Within a week she owned her own; 
within months we riding all over the 
local countryside. 

My family had wanted me to travel with 
someone, because of my age. At 74 
they thought it not a good idea I should 
travel alone. Bekki became my best 
friend, buddy, and riding companion. 
Well maybe second best friend, Dan, 
her husband is first, he allows me to 
travel with her. 

We left Fort Robinson following out-
door breakfast on the prairie about 
0930 heading for Laramie, Wy making 
a large U-turn that would take us 
through the gentle rolling landscape 
east of Medicine Bow Range into Hart-
ville, Wy., oldest incorporated town 
still in existence; with its one way in, 
one way out main drag. From here we 
followed the branch of the North Platte, 
river hopping back east to Torrington 
where we picked up blacktop into 
Cheyenne. Here we entered 1-25 for 
our run to 1-80 west to Laramie; mo-
ments later we were dodging metal 
and tire remnants, among other items 
from boat trailer which was fish tailing 
and fragmenting parts all over the 
roadway. We both woke immediately 
to the danger around us and hard 
breaking and quick maneuverings kept 
us out of headlines. 

That evening we camped in Laramie; 

cooked couple rib eye's to go along 
with the beans and chili. An upgrade 
from the normal camping fare. Again 
I lost at cribbage. 

The pass opened just days before 
we arrived to make the crossing. 
Upon leaving the area we crossed 
the Sierra Madre's, making a partial 
U onto 1-80 back to Rawlings, to con-
tinue our journey into Riverton, Wy. 
We traveled the valleys between 
Green and Semino Mountains on a 
very hot, dry day, 

seeking relief in the Jeffery City bar; 
the only establishment still open 
since my last trip three years before. 
After couple sarsaparillas and a 
sandwich we saddled up for last sixty 

miles into Riverton where we would 
overnight. 

Sunday morning had us on the road 
early heading for the Tetons and Yel-
lowstone Parks; but first one of my 
favorite spots, Wind River Canyon. 
We ran the canyon north and then 
south before returning to Riverton, 
and heading over the 9,600 plus 
Togwotee Pass, our last high cross-
ing for a few days. The pass lies 
northwest of Crowheart and Dubois 
directly in our path, as we headed for 
Jackson, Wy our entrance into the 
Tetons and campgrounds; our home 
for the next five days. 

Our first morning exploring the parks 
led to our first sighting of moose as 
we worked our way through a wilder-
ness unpaved roadway. No busses, 
campers, or trucks allowed on this 
roadway. The Moose were in 
meadow to our right and took off be-
fore we could think about a camera. 
We cut this day short in order to go 
into Jackson to get replacement 
chain for Bekki's bike and hearing 
aid for grandpa who lost a new 
$3700 unit by taking his helmet off 
while riding. No comments please! 

The wilderness roadway became a 
favorite entrance/exit route from the 
camp grounds. As each time we 
were rewarded with sightings of wild-
life; on one occasion while walking a 
portion of the roadway we came face 
to face with a Moose that was close 
enough to Bekki to give her a 
smooch and gave both our hearts a 
jump start. She was so inspired she 
purchased the one you see in the 
photo, named it Mossie for the back 
of her bike. We were in the parks 
early enough in the season to miss 
the heavy traffic and allow us the 
privilege of leisure travel. This af-
forded us sightings of Elk, Moose, 
Mule Deer, Hawks, Buffalo and yes 
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T-Rex - Here No 

47-669-0256 
Huntley, 

www.randyscycle.coM  

Westward Ho 4- Put Two 

3 
even a wolf; with a rabbit in his 
mouth, making his way across the 
road to quick for the camera. Never 
in my previous trips have I encoun-
tered so much and so varied 
amounts of wildlife. Unable to make 
the run over Bear Tooth which was 
closed due to heavy slide in the area 
we spent the next couple days in 
Cody taking in the sights. 

Next stop was Deadwood via Big 
Horn Mountains with its 9,478 pass 
and grades of 10% and of course 
more snow. From here, Mt. Rush-
more, Crazy Horse monument, Cus-
ter Park and the Badlands. We en-
countered mountain goats outside of 
Keystone, SD. On this occasion I 
decided on Hwy 44 so as to see the 
south side of the badlands before 
entering the park and doubling back 
to Wall. 

We had hoped to make Pierre, SD 
early in the evening but sat out 
heavy storm which pelted us with 

hail. At one point a storm chaser 
pulled along side to tell us we were 
waiting out a slow moving storm and 
might want to change our destina-
tions as the storm was heading in the 
general direction of Pierre and would 
be a long time getting their. We 
elected to make a sarsaparilla and 
dinner stop at the next town however 
before making our way into Pierre 
about midnight. 

Snowy Mountain Pass 

Sixteen days on the road, four thou-
sand plus miles racked up; it was a 

hell of a ride, one neither of us will ever 
forget, beautiful, beyond words all 
locked away in memory chest and 
photo scrapbooks. Between us over 
1,000 photos and it will take the rest of 
the year to categorize and edit before I 
will have completed Power Point CD's I 
am working on. 

I relive a portion of yesteryear on this 
ride but this time with more meaning, 
for to share the view of Jenny Lake, 
the Tetons, Yellowstone, Cody and all 
the others, traveling on the ultimate 
convertible, with my friend and riding 
partner, goes beyond description 

I 

Wind River looking and riding south 

He is as close as he looks, 
no more then 40 ft. 

End 
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Just ride or push the bike into the 
lightweight aluminum chock and 
that's it. No straps needed. The 
weight of the bike keeps it firmly in 
place. The tall front grabs and sup-
ports the tire up high. The see-saw 
clamp rotates as the tire rolls into it 
and grabs it low on the bottom and 
the other end of the tire. It holds the 
bike rock solid and steady. The 

It has some holes in it's frame so you 
could bolt it down to the bed of a 
trailer or pickup. When transporting 
a bike it's advisable to use tie downs. 

It retails for about $240 but does 
what they claim. 	

End 
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Product Review 
I sold my Road King and picked up a 
Yamaha Royal Star Venture a couple 
months ago. 

as well with the rear tire and the wide 
rear tire of a chopper in the show-
room. 

see-saw cradle is adjustable forward 
and backward to accommodate any 
size tire/wheel. 

One thing about the Yamaha is that it 
requires that the bike be upright, off the 
side stand to check the engine oil level. 
To make it even more difficult, it does-
n't have a dipstick...it has a viewing 
window located on the right side of the 
engine and way down low. 

I don't feel comfortable kneeling down 
to check the level and balancing the 

860 pound 
bike with 
one arm 
from that 
position so 
I looked 
for an al-
ternate 
means to 
accom-
plish this. 

I decided 
to look 
into wheel 
chocks to 

hold the bike in an upright position. I 
wanted this to be a one man operation 
and I wanted to be certain that it would 
hold a bike of this size and weight se-
curely. 

I tried a few at different dealers but 
was not willing to trust my bike being 
held by some that I found. 

My search was even more difficult be-
cause the front tire on the Yamaha is a 

150/16 which is considerably wider 
than the rear tire on my Road King. I 
found that the Condor not only grabbed 
the 150 front tire, but worked equally 

Correction 
The Heart of the Cat article omitted 
some of the new member's names: 
They are Nick Argentine, Pam Cody 

and John LaMonica. 
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Activities Corner 
Greetings Top Cats, 

With September behind us, we are 
near the end of a busy and success-
ful riding season. There remains two 
key rides, the Rolling Thunder Toys 
for Tots Run (10/9) and our own Fall 
Colors Ride. The Rolling Thunder 
Ride is one that benefits needy kids 
in our area and with the escorts and 
intersection closings, it's always is a 
lot of fun. 

We will all have the opportunity to 
enjoy a fabulous route up into Wis-
consin, so we can have a chance at 
seeing some great Fall Colors 
(10/15). While this will be the final 
scheduled ride, let us not forget that 
we can always put together a last 

minute pick up ride, if the weather 
allows. You never know when we will 
get some unexpected warm week-
end days. So don't put that bike on 
ice yet! 

As we leave the riding season, it is 
important to thank all of the Road 
Captains once again, for contributing 
their time and effort to making this a 
great riding season. Many of you 
stepped up to plan and lead new 
rides and of course we had reruns of 
some excellent ones as well. With 
the constant growth of the club, each 
year becomes a new challenge. 
Maintaining a mix of the old and the 
new is vital to meeting all of the 
memberships needs. This year, our 
Road Captains were successful in 

doing just that. From the Galena Over-
night to the Canadian Countryside to 
the Founders ride, we had a great as-
sortment of new rides to choose from. 
Then we had the 10th  anniversary party 
in Sturgis, and the great route up the 
Mississippi to Trempealeau. Its tempt-
ing to keep listing all of the rides, they 
were all that good. 

It also is appropriate 
to mention that the 
new Senior Road 
Captain mentoring 
program made a big difference in the 
quality and safety of our rides. Few 
clubs can organize over 28 rides and 
events, and have the strength in its 
membership to have them all be first 
class. 

Thanks to all the Senior Road Captains 
who gave that extra effort for the bene-
fit of the rest of us. Sometimes it's the 
behind the scenes activities that make 
things happen. 

In the coming months we hope to con-
duct surveys to help understand what 
went well and what could be improved 
with our events. It is very important that 
we meet the needs and desires of the 
membership. Sometimes, what you 
think would be obvious gets over-
looked. Please be candid and honest 
when given the opportunity. It's the 
only way we can evolve in a positive 
direction and have the ability to make 
tweaks next year. 

Be assured that all comments will be 
kept anonymous. Feedback on all as-
pects of activities will be helpful. This 
includes the communications, meeting 
presentations, handouts, ride routes, 
stop locations, anything that could im-
prove everyone's enjoyment and 
safety. 

Gary Brandt, Activities 	End 
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OBSTACLES 
NW< 

Road Obstacles stac es  
Reprinted with permission of Motor-
cycle Safety Foundation: 

Watch for uneven surfaces such 

as bumps, broken pavement, pot-
holes or small pieces of highway 
trash. 

Try to avoid obstacles by slowing or 
going around them. If you must go 
over the obstacle, first determine if it 
is possible. Approach it at as close to 
a 90° angle as possible. Look where 
you want to go to control your path of 
travel. If you have to ride over the 
obstacle, you should: 

1) Slow down as much as possible 

before contact. 

2) Make sure the motorcycle is 
straight. 

3) Rise slightly off the seat 
with your weight on the foot-
rests to absorb the shock 
with your knees and elbows. 

4) Just before contact, roll on 
the throttle slightly to lighten 
the front end. 

If you ride over an object on the 

street, pull off the road and check 

your tires and rims for damage before 

riding any farther. 

End 

Biker Tale A story that's been pub- 
lished on the internet. Not 

sure if it's true or not. 

As I passed an oncoming car, a 
brown furry missile shot out from 
under it and tumbled to a stop in 
front of me. It was a squirrel, and 
must have been trying to run across 
the road. I really was not going very 
fast, but there was no time to brake 
or avoid it -- it was that close. I hate 
to run over animals, and I really hate 
it on a motorcycle. I barely had time 
to brace for the impact. Squirrels, I 
discovered, can take care of them-
selves! 

Inches before impact, the squirrel 
flipped to his feet. He was standing 
on his hind legs and facing my on-
coming Valkyrie with steadfast re-
solve in his beady little eyes. At the 
last possible second, he screamed 
and leaped. The leap was nothing 
short of spectacular... He shot 
straight up, flew over my windshield, 
and impacted me squarely in the 

chest. Instantly, he set upon me. If I 
did not know better, I would have 
sworn he brought 20 of his little bud-
dies along for the attack. 

He was snarling, hissing, and tearing 
at my clothes. As I was dressed only 
in a light T-shirt this was a bit of con-
cern. 

I grabbed for him with my left hand. I 
finally managed to snag his tail. With 
all my strength, I flung the evil rodent 
off to the left of the bike, almost run-
ning into the right curb as I recoiled 
from the throw. Somehow he caught 
my gloved finger with one of his little 
hands and, with the force of the 
throw, swung around and with a re-
sounding thump and an amazing 
impact, he landed squarely on my 
back and resumed his attack. He 
also managed to take my left glove 
with him! 

His attacks were continuing, and now I 
could not reach him. Only having one 
hand (the throttle hand) on the handle-
bars, and my jerking back unfortu-
nately put a healthy twist through my 
right hand. A healthy twist on the throt-
tle of a Valkyrie can only have one re-
sult, torque. The engine roared and the 
front wheel left the pavement. I'm do-
ing about 50 mph. About this time the 
squirrel came around my neck and got 
inside my full-face helmet with me. 

Finally I got the upper hand, I managed 
to grab his tail again, pulled him out of 
my helmet, and slung him to the left as 
hard as I could. This time it worked. I 
managed to get the big motorcycle un-
der control, dropped the front wheel 
and stopped. I turned around and saw 
that I had flung this squirrel into a 
parked squad car and the cops 
had abandoned the car to es- 	End 
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By the Safety Committee 

Bike stored for the winter? Fresh oil, 
tank toped off, fuel preservative 
added, cleaned, covered, and se-
cured? You bet it is. All set until next 
riding season? The experienced 
rider's answer is no, not until my 
safety gear is cleaned, maintained, 
and properly stored for winter also. 
Take a quick lesson from those who 
have learned the hard way over the 
years that, safety equipment can 
deteriorate without proper mainte-
nance too. 

Helmets: Clean 
them per the 
owner's manual. 
Typically mild 
soap and a thor-
ough drying are 
all that's required. If a helmet is 
really dirty and smelly, try running it 
through the dishwasher on a short, 
low — heat cycle. A clothes dryer 
with a platform or shoe drying 
adapter works well for drying also 
but, use a very low heat setting. 

Heat can damage a helmet's protec-
tive liner. Again, check your owner's 
instructions first. When you store a 
helmet, remember, heat hurts. Don't 
stick it on a top shelf near the ceiling 
or a heating vent where prolonged 
exposure to heat will deteriorate its 
protective qualities. 

Rain Suits: Clean the suit, and hang 
it up to dry...all winter. A folded rain 
suit, crammed into that little damn bag 
that comes with it will, over time, re-
sult in holes at the folds. The first 
time you become aware of it is... yep, 
that first downpour of the next season. 
Hang rain suits, unfolded, in a closet 
for the winter. 

Vests, Jackets, Chaps: Same proce-
dure as the rain suit but...clean it with 
good leather cleaner and a leather 
preservative. Hang them in the closet 
with no folds and, be careful...some 
leather treatments can stain other gar-
ments so keep them separate. 

Boots, Gloves: Clean them and apply 
a good preservative. Boots and 
gloves will "memorize" the shape they 

are left in over the winter. Remember 
to store them as close to their original 
shape as possible. 

Eye Protection: Whether it's a face 
shield, night glasses or goggles, be 
careful in 
cleaning 
them with 
ammonia 
— based cleaners. Some products 
have protective coatings that are ad-
versely affected by certain cleaners. 
Again, read the instructions. Be sure 
to store these items away from heat 
sources and place them in a protec-
tive bag or case to prevent accidental 
damage. 

As with any safety item, read and fol-
low the manufacturer's cleaning in-
structions. Be sure to give your safety 
gear the same level of effort you 
would give your scooter for the winter. 
In the case of your bike, it deserves 
the effort. 

In the case of your safety gear, you 
and your co rider deserve 
the effort. 	 End 

Our preferred clients are Business owners, Executives and 
Motorcyclists who know we'd rather work for a client than 
search for one. That's why our clients so often recommend 
us to others. Ask around. Ask an RB Target client about 
the RB Target Insurance Agency. 

ft4,71,-,ks, 

Satisfied client 
referrals have been 
building our busi- 
ness for over 23 

yearsI 
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Board Meeting Minutes 
August Board Meeting Minutes 

By Ken Hawkeye Glassman 

Board members present were, Jim 
Heniff, Chuck Prettyman, Sandy 
Vernon, Jim Krepel, Ken Glassman. 

Guests included Keith Zawila, Windy 
Krepel, and Larry Scalzitti 

The Board approved the Minutes of 
the July Board Meeting 

In Carl Marcyan's absence, no finan-
cials were provided. 

Chuck Prettyman submitted Rose 
Temple's T-Shirt logo and artwork for 
the 2005 Charity Ride. 

Elections were discussed and Board 
members who were present declared 
their intentions to run for office as fol-
lows. Chuck Prettyman and Ken 
Glassman will run for President. Don 
Schaffer will continue in Board position 

for the second year of his two-year 
term. We will have to fill, the Vice-
President, Secretary, and four 
Board Positions. 

The Board will consider having one 
of the Board positions filled as a 
one-year term so get back on the 
schedule of replacing 2 Board posi-
tions each year. 

End 

ROARin With Laughter 
Al Gore decides to try riding a motorcy-
cle, even though he has had no les-
sons or prior experience. 

He mounts the motorcycle, turns it on 
and it immediately roars into motion. 

As it moves along faster and faster, Al 
begins to fall from the seat. In terror, 
he grips tightly on the handlebars, but 
can't get a firm grip. He tries to throw 
his arms around the motorcycle's gas 
tank, but he slides down the side of the 
motorcycle anyway. 

Finally giving up his frail grip, he tries 
to leap off the motorcycle and throw 
himself to safety. Unfortunately, his 
foot has become entangled in the ex-
haust pipes. He is now at the mercy of 
the motorcycle's roaring wheels as his 
head is struck against the ground, over 
and over. 

He's moments away from uncon-
sciousness when, to his great fortune, 
Wendell, the Wal-Mart greeter, sees 
him and unplugs the mo- 
torcycle.! 

You Might Be A Biker If 

You carry a picture of your bike in 
your wallet. 

You wave at bikers even when 
you're in your car. 

Your three piece suit consists of 
leather chaps, a leather vest and a 
leather jacket. 

Your other suit is a rain suit. 

Folks at the Harley store know you 
by name.  

End 
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General Meeting Minutes 
September General Meeting 

by Ken Hawkeye Glassman 

Guests included Jerry Blum, Jodi 
Zimmerman, Bill Soucy, Brian Wink, 
Roger Dehon and Kathy Krugerud. 

Chuck Prettyman reviewed our 
"colors". Our black & white patch is 
for all members. Gold patches are 
worn by current and former Board 
Members, so those people can be 
identified by members who wish to 
bring ideas, problems, and com-
plaints to the officers of the club. 
Associate members can become Full 
members after a year by showing 
their service and interest in helping 
the club move forward. 

Jim Heniff addressed some com-
ments by members that we have too 
many rules, and that the club is too 
large. His response was that we 
don't have a "rule book", and that we 
operate under a system mostly com-
prised of tradition and common 
sense and courtesy. And we've 
never had to turn away members 
from rides or meetings because of 
size. 

Lynn Adams asked members to 
please turn in their forms to order 

their FREE plastic name badges. 
(Please folks; let's not force Lynn to 
waste time chasing down people to get 
this done). 

Gary Brandt discussed upcoming 
rides. We're winding down to the end 
of the official riding season, and will 
have only a few more opportunities to 
ride together this year. 

John Lundy spoke about the Oct. 9 
Rolling Thunder Toy Ride. 

Sandy Vernon went over the election 
process that she wrote about fully in 
the September Roar. Briefly, we will 
be voting on the offices of President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, and 3 Direc-
tor positions. If you wish to run for an 
office, please contact Sandy Vernon, 
Wayne Kirkpatrick, Robb Mann, Ric 
Case, or George Lax, who are our Past 
Presidents on the Nominating Commit-
tee by the October 4th General Meet-
ing. A Candidate Slate will be pre-
sented to the Board at the October 
Board Meeting. Candidates will be 
presented at the November meeting, 
and we'll vote at the December meet-
ing. Please make plans to be at the 
November and December meeting to 
hear the candidates and vote. Top 
Cats don't openly campaign for posi-
tions, so please get to know those who 

will run for office. 

Wayne Kirkpatrick urged members to 
vote for the candidates who have 
shown their passion for the club, 
their service and involvement, and 
who you think are best qualified to do 
the job, not just your best friend. 

Wayne, as Safety Director, reminded 
members who have safety issues, or 
have witnessed unsafe riding, to 
seek out Senior Road Captains or 
members of the Safety Committee to 
express their concerns. 

Robb Mann's Safety Tip is to remem-
ber that during the fall, the tempera-
tures change dramatically from early 
morning, to mid-day, and into the 
evening, so make sure you pack 
clothing that will accommodate the 
temperature range from cold to warm 
and back to cold again. He also 
mentioned the lowered angle of the 
sun, so try to plan you rides to head 
west in the morning, and east in the 
evening. 

Road Captain rocker patches were 
awarded by Windy Krepel to Mick 
Ryan, Tom DeRosa, and Gary 
Brandt. A big Top Cat ROAR to 
those guys for planning, and leading 
successful rides this year. 

Dan Strickland discussed some 
points of riding two-up with both first 
time passengers and with experi-
enced passengers. 

Carl Marcyan discussed the finan-
cials, and asked the members to give 
a huge round of applause to Sandy 
Vernon for her hospitality by hosting 
the Founders Ride at her home. 
Sandy, in turn, asked us to thank 
Lynn Adams, and Nick Argentine for 
all of their help and assistance in 
making that a special day. 

The 50/50 raffle was held, and for 
the 59th consecutive month, 
I did not win. 	 End 
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ctivities Calendar 
2005 Season of Excellence 

Ride Calendar Event Start Location Start Time Leader 
Sunday, October 09, 2005 Rolling Thunder Toys for Tots TBD TBD John Zwierzko 
Saturday, October 15, 2005 1 Fall Colors Ride Buffalo Rst. Lake Cook and Arlington Hts Rd 10:00AM Fred Zimbric 

Meetings-Special Events Event MeetinglEvent Location Time Leader 
Tuesday, October 04, 2005 General Meeting Durty Nellies 7:30 PM Jim Heniff 
Monday, October 17, 2005 Board Meeting Dukes, Wauconda 7:30PM Jim Heniff 
Tuesday, November 01, 2005 General Meeting Durty Nellies 7:30 PM Jim Heniff 
Saturday, November 05, 2005 Grass Class Connies Clubhouse-Buffalo Grove 8:30 AM Ric Case 
Monday, November 21, 2005 Board Meeting Dukes, Wauconda 7:30PM Jim Heniff 
Tuesday, December 06, 2005 General Meeting Durty Nellies 7:30 PM Jim Heniff 

The ISU Football Ride Recap 
From a Road Captains perspective, the most difficult part of the 
ride was keeping all those invisible bikes together on the ride 
back in the dark. I decided to pick up the tolls, the dinner tab 
and the cost of the tickets for all that attended...no one com-
plained. You should have seen the crowd I drew when I stood 
in the parking lot giving the pre-ride and explaining the hand 
signals we use! I got home about midnight and found the dog 
sleeping on my side of the bed (could have been worse). I 
slept on the floor, woke up with a bone in my mouth and my 
wife put me out in the yard at about 5 in the morning. I had a 
great time. Oh well, at least the ISU Redbirds won 56 to 19. 

 

are ALL the bikes; lined up and ready to go. 

 

    

Top Cats—Illinois 

PO Box 1201 

Barrington, IL. 60011-1201 

Wayne Kirkpatrick 
105 Cherokee Rd. 
Algonquin IL 60102 
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